
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  

 
FROM TEXTILE WASTE TO RUNWAY:  

REDRESS DESIGN AWARD 2026 OPENS PUBLIC VOTE FOR THE NEXT 
GENERATION OF SUSTAINABLE FASHION DESIGNERS 

 

 

[24 August 2026, Hong Kong] – Redress, the Asia-focused environmental NGO dedicated to reducing 
clothing’s negative environmental impacts since 2007, is calling on consumers worldwide to vote online 
for their favourite Finalist in the Redress Design Award 2026, the world’s leading sustainable fashion 
design competition. Voting for the People’s Choice Award is open until 31 August 2026, with the winner to 
be announced at the Grand Final Fashion Show in Hong Kong on 2 September. 

The Finalists’ collections showcase innovative approaches to tackling textile waste, transforming 
discarded leather offcuts, secondhand hardware and industrial waste through reconstruction and 
upcycling techniques, while exploring next-generation materials such as biodegradable fruit leather and 
ethical non-livestock wool to reimagine raw materials for circular fashion. 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/MD8Q8FN


 

Organised by Redress and supported by the Cultural and Creative Industries Development Agency 
(CCIDA) of the Government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region as Lead Sponsor, the 
Redress Design Award invites the public to discover the tactile beauty of circular fashion through its latest 
photoshoot and cast their votes to champion sustainable fashion while empowering the next generation of 
circular design talents. 

THE PHOTOSHOOT: SENSORY STORYTELLING 

Photographed by acclaimed Hong Kong creative Paul Sunga with hair by Davines and makeup by 
MakeupBees, the photoshoot celebrates the creative decisions behind each Finalist's collection, 
highlighting the unique textures, craftsmanship and natural imperfections of their materials while 
underscoring why design matters: 80% of a garment’s environmental impact is determined at the design 
stage1. 

"The Finalists of the Redress Design Award are proving that thoughtful design can transform textile waste 
into something beautiful. Getting up close to these garments, you see how every material choice, texture 
and technique tells a story, reminding us that the biggest opportunity to reduce fashion's environmental 
impact begins at the design stage. I can't wait for people to discover these collections through the 
photoshoot and vote for their favourite," says photoshoot photographer Paul Sunga.  

The Finalists’ collections are transported from overseas to Hong Kong for the photoshoot and upcoming 
Grand Final using DHL Express’ GoGreen Plus service. This service helps reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions through a Book & Claim mechanism, where the environmental attributes of Sustainable 
Aviation Fuel (SAF) are allocated to participating shipments. Made from alternative raw materials with a 
lower-emission energy profile, such as used cooking oil, waste and hydrogen, SAF can reduce the air 
transport shipments’ lifecycle greenhouse gas emissions by around 80 percent compared with 
conventional jet fuel.  

FIND OUT WHO WINS AT THE GRAND FINAL SHOW 
 
The People’s Choice Award winner will be announced at the Redress Design Award 2026 Grand Final 
Fashion Show, along with the coveted first prize including a week-long trip to the UK to connect with 
leading voices in sustainable fashion through a visit to Simple Approach’s Manchester operations to gain 
insight into responsible fashion design, development, and manufacturing, and an intensive experience 
with the team at luxury womenswear brand Roksanda to work on an upcycling design project. 

The Redress Design Award 2026 Grand Final Fashion Show is open to an exclusive in-person audience 
and will be livestreamed globally on 2 September 2026 (Wednesday), at 5pm HKT / 11am CET via 
Facebook and WeChat. Save the date here. 

 

1 European Commission: Directorate-General for Enterprise and Industry and Directorate-General for 
Energy, Ecodesign your future – How ecodesign can help the environment by making products smarter, 
European Commission, 2012 

https://redressdesignaward.com/livestream-2026/


 

ALUMNI SHOWCASE AT CENTRESTAGE OPEN TO PUBLIC 
 
Redress will also present a total of six Redress Alumni brands as part of both the Grand Final Fashion 
Show, and at a showcase of Alumni brands at CENTRESTAGE in Hong Kong from 2–5 September 2026 
(Wednesday–Saturday, 11am–7pm) supported by DHL. Industry professionals and the public alike are all 
welcome to come, meet designers, and see up close their sustainable, waste-reducing collections. 

The Redress Design Award 2026 Photoshoot Credits 

●​ Photographer: Paul Sunga 
●​ Models: Pak Yan Wong (Self Management Hong Kong), Max Holmström (Primo Management 

Ltd) 
●​ Creative Stylist: Matthieu Amelin 
●​ Hair: Henry Tse for Davines 
●​ Make-up: Cindy Lai for MakeupBees 
●​ Production: Katt Bidegain, Charly Cheung, Nancy Liu 
●​ Studio: Soho House Hong Kong 
●​ Lighting: Ming Suet 
●​ BTS videographer: Jimmy Yu 
●​ BTS photographer: Nicky Chan 

－Ends－  

High resolution images are available here and full media kit here for download. 

Media Enquiries 

Shirley A. Wong - Communications Lead 
Email: shirleyaun@redress.com.hk 
Tel: +852 9257 0778 

 
 

 

Editor’s Notes 

●​ The Redress Design Award 2026 was open to applications from emerging designers and 
students with less than four years’ professional experience from around the globe, focusing on 
both womenswear and menswear original collection designs. Finalists were announced on 8 June 
2026. 

●​ Early next month, the Finalists’ collections will be judged based on their use of circular design 
strategies of designing for low impact and processes, low waste, longevity, and recyclability, as 
well as criteria such as creativity, originality and innovation. The esteemed panel of international 
judges from across the fashion industry includes Orsola de Castro, Author and Fashion Activist; 
Rachel Franklin, Director of ESG, Simple Approach; Cherry Mui, Editorial Director, Vogue Hong 
Kong; Rod Henderson, President, TAL Apparel Ltd; Angus Tsui, Creative Director, ANGUS TSUI 

https://hk.davines.com/
https://www.makeupbees.com
https://drive.google.com/drive/u/1/folders/17g4IR1TqFPsniYHbl2OvMwBP7-_NCrcE
https://redress.com.hk/media-kit/


 

and Alumnus, Redress Design Award; and Dr. Christina Dean, Founder and Board Chair, 
Redress. More details of the judges of the Redress Design Award 2026 here. 

●​ The Redress Design Award is run by environmental NGO, Redress, and supported by Cultural 
and Creative Industries Development Agency (CCIDA) as the Lead Sponsor. Other key partners 
include DHL and TAL Group. 

●​ All Finalists will also join the Redress Alumni Network, which offers ongoing support to designers 
as they develop their careers in sustainable fashion. 

●​ Redress Alumni showcasing at CENTRSTAGE are Jesse Lee, Carla Zhang, Lili Brune Jullian, 
Jessica Chang, Peter Fellner, and Ferrando Chan. 

●​ Explore more of the issues underpinning the Redress Design Award: Redress Design Award 
Additional Resources - The Issues  

 
Redress (www.redress.com.hk) is a Hong Kong-based, Asia-focused environmental NGO with a 
mission to accelerate the change to a circular fashion industry by educating and empowering designers 
and consumers so as to reduce clothing’s negative environmental impacts. 
 
The Redress Design Award (www.redressdesignaward.com) is the world’s leading sustainable 
fashion design competition that educates and empowers emerging fashion designers about circular 
design techniques to reduce fashion’s negative environmental impacts. Organised by Hong Kong-based, 
Asia-focused environmental NGO Redress since 2011, the competition partners with academic 
institutions globally and attracts designer applicants from over 50 countries and regions to win prizes that 
connect them with global-leading fashion businesses to accelerate the change to a circular fashion 
industry. 
 
The Cultural and Creative Industries Development Agency (CCIDA) (www.ccida.gov.hk), formerly 
known as Create Hong Kong (CreateHK) since 2009, was established in June 2024. CCIDA is a 
dedicated office under the Culture, Sports and Tourism Bureau of the Government of the Hong Kong 
Special Administrative Region (HKSAR Government) to provide one-stop services and support to the 
cultural and creative sectors with a mission to foster a conducive environment in Hong Kong to facilitate 
development of the arts, culture and creative sectors as industries. CCIDA’s strategic foci are nurturing 
talent and facilitating start-ups, exploring markets, promoting cross-sectoral and multi-disciplinary 
collaboration, promoting industrialisation of the arts, culture and creative sectors under the 
industry-oriented principle, and fostering a creative atmosphere in the community, thereby reinforcing 
Hong Kong as Asia’s creative capital and our positioning as the East-meets-West centre for international 
cultural exchange. 

Disclaimer: The Government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region provides funding support to the project 
only, and does not otherwise take part in the project. Any opinions, findings, conclusions or recommendations 
expressed in these materials/events (or by members of the project team) are those of the project organisers only and 
do not reflect the views of the Government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region, the Culture, Sports and 

https://redressdesignaward.com/judges/
https://www.dhl.com/hk-en/home.html
https://www.talapparel.com/
https://www.redressdesignaward.com/alumni/network
https://redress.com.hk/media-kit/stats/
https://redress.com.hk/media-kit/stats/
http://www.redress.com.hk
http://www.redressdesignaward.com
http://www.ccida.gov.hk


 

Tourism Bureau, the Cultural and Creative Industries Development Agency, the CreateSmart Initiative Secretariat or 
the CreateSmart Initiative Vetting Committee. 
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